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of course, they had speeches, poems, 
readings and historical proclamations 
that people did. 

To make sure that all Members of 
the House and of the Senate have an 
opportunity to participate in an ob-
servance, Senator BARACK OBAMA and I 
are sponsoring an observance on to-
morrow in the Gold Room in the House 
Office Building, and certainly would 
welcome all to attend. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this 
concurrent resolution. 

Mr. MOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
voice my strong support for H. Con. Res. 155, 
‘‘Recognizing the Historical Significance of 
Juneteenth Independence Day.’’ 

As someone who has spent more than a 
quarter of a century serving the people of 
Maryland’s Fifth Congressional District in the 
House of Representatives, I have developed a 
profound appreciation for the hard work that 
goes into creating the laws of our land. How-
ever, it is not the passage of legislation or 
signing ceremonies with the President that I 
will remember most when my time here is 
done. Rather, it is seeing the way that our 
work positively impacts the lives of those we 
serve out in the real world. 

This is why Juneteenth Independence Day 
holds such special significance for me. Be-
cause Juneteenth isn’t a celebration of the 
Emancipation Proclamation itself, it is a com-
memoration of the day that Abraham Lincoln’s 
historic decree finally accomplished what it 
was designed to do—abolish slavery in the 
United States forever. 

When the Emancipation Proclamation took 
effect on January 1, 1863, it ended slavery in 
the Union states, but did nothing to outlaw the 
cruel and barbaric practice in the states loyal 
to the Confederacy. It wasn’t until 21⁄2 years 
later—when Major General Gordon Granger 
landed at Galveston, Texas, with news that 
the Civil War was over, the United States was 
whole once again, and that all slaves in every 
part of our nation were now free—that the 
spirit of abolition was finally fulfilled. 

That day was June 19, 1865—and today, 
we mark the 142nd anniversary of the moment 
that freedom, equality and the unabated pur-
suit of happiness were extended to all citizens 
of the United States, regardless of race, reli-
gion or ethnicity. 

It gives me great pride to join my colleagues 
in Congress—as well as Americans from all 
walks of life—in commemorating our country’s 
oldest celebration of the abolishment of slav-
ery, and in honoring all of the achievements 
and contributions of African Americans 
throughout our nation’s history. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
support H. Con. Res. 155, legislation com-
memorating a monumental day in the history 
of liberty, Juneteenth Independence Day. 
Juneteenth marks the events of June 19, 
1865, when slaves in Galveston, TX, learned 
that they were at last free men and women. 
The slaves of Galveston were the last group 
of slaves to learn of the end of slavery. Thus, 
Juneteenth represents the end of slavery in 
America. 

I hope all Americans will take the time to 
commemorate Juneteenth. Friends of human 
liberty should celebrate the end of slavery in 
any country. The end of American slavery is 
particularly worthy of recognition since there 
are few more blatant violations of America’s 

founding principles, as expressed in the Dec-
laration of Independence, than slavery. I am 
particularly pleased to join the recognition of 
Juneteenth because I have the privilege of 
representing Galveston. 

I thank the gentleman from Illinois for intro-
ducing this resolution, which I am proud to co-
sponsor. I thank the House leadership for 
bringing this resolution to the floor, and I urge 
all of my colleagues to honor the end of slav-
ery by voting for H. Con. Res. 155. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 155. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF NATIONAL CARIBBEAN-AMER-
ICAN HERITAGE MONTH 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
148) recognizing the significance of Na-
tional Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 148 

Whereas people of Caribbean heritage are 
found in every State of the Union; 

Whereas emigration from the Caribbean re-
gion to the American Colonies began as early 
as 1619 with the arrival of indentured work-
ers in Jamestown, Virginia; 

Whereas during the 17th, 18th, and 19th 
centuries, a significant number of slaves 
from the Caribbean region were brought to 
the United States; 

Whereas since 1820, millions of people have 
emigrated from the Caribbean region to the 
United States; 

Whereas much like the United States, the 
countries of the Caribbean faced obstacles of 
slavery and colonialism and struggled for 
independence; 

Whereas also like the United States, the 
people of the Caribbean region have diverse 
racial, cultural, and religious backgrounds; 

Whereas the independence movements in 
many countries in the Caribbean region dur-
ing the 1960s and the consequential establish-
ment of independent democratic countries in 
the Caribbean strengthened ties between the 
region and the United States; 

Whereas Alexander Hamilton, a founding 
father of the United States and the first Sec-
retary of the Treasury, was born in the Car-
ibbean; 

Whereas there have been many influential 
Caribbean-Americans in the history of the 
United States, including Jean Baptiste Point 
du Sable, the pioneer settler of Chicago; 
Claude McKay, a poet of the Harlem Renais-
sance; James Weldon Johnson, the writer of 
the Black National Anthem; Shirley 
Chisolm, the first African-American Con-
gresswoman and first African-American 
woman candidate for President; and Celia 
Cruz, the world-renowned queen of Salsa 
music; 

Whereas the many influential Caribbean- 
Americans in the history of the United 
States also include Colin Powell, the first 
African-American Secretary of State; Sidney 
Poitier, the first African-American actor to 
receive the Academy Award for best actor in 
a leading role; Harry Belafonte, a musician, 
actor, and activist; Marion Jones, an Olym-
pic gold medalist; Roberto Clemente, the 
first Latino inducted into the baseball hall 
of fame; and Al Roker, a meteorologist and 
television personality; 

Whereas Caribbean-Americans have played 
an active role in the civil rights movement 
and other social and political movements in 
the United States; 

Whereas Caribbean-Americans have con-
tributed greatly to education, fine arts, busi-
ness, literature, journalism, sports, fashion, 
politics, government, the military, music, 
science, technology, and other areas in the 
United States; 

Whereas Caribbean-Americans share their 
culture through carnivals, festivals, music, 
dance, film, and literature that enrich the 
cultural landscape of the United States; 

Whereas the countries of the Caribbean are 
important economic partners of the United 
States; 

Whereas the countries of the Caribbean 
represent the United States third border; 

Whereas the people of the Caribbean region 
share the hopes and aspirations of the people 
of the United States for peace and prosperity 
throughout the Western Hemisphere and the 
rest of the world; 

Whereas in June 2006, President George W. 
Bush issued a proclamation declaring June 
National Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month after the passage of H. Con. Res 71 in 
the 109th Congress by both the Senate and 
the House of Representatives; and 

Whereas June is an appropriate month to 
establish a Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Carib-
bean-American Heritage Month; 

(2) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe Caribbean-American Herit-
age Month with appropriate ceremonies, 
celebrations, and activities; and 

(3) affirms that— 
(A) the contributions of Caribbean-Ameri-

cans are a significant part of the history, 
progress, and heritage of the United States; 
and 

(B) the ethnic and racial diversity of the 
United States enriches and strengthens the 
Nation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
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join my colleagues in the consideration 
of H. Con. Res. 148, a bill that recog-
nizes the significance of National Car-
ibbean-American Heritage Month. 

H. Res. 148, which has 53 cosponsors, 
was introduced by Representative BAR-
BARA LEE of California on May 14, 2007. 
H. Con. Res. 148 was reported from the 
Oversight Committee on June 12, 2007, 
by a voice vote. 

National Caribbean-American Herit-
age Month was established to recognize 
the historical relationship between 
people of the Caribbean and the United 
States of America. Caribbean Ameri-
cans present a rich diversity of coun-
tries, cultures and colloquialisms 
which are dispersed throughout com-
munities in the United States. Carib-
bean immigration to the United States 
reached its peak in the last 5 years, 
with approximately 6 percent of the 
more than 7 million immigrants com-
ing from the Caribbean. 

Since the founding of the United 
States, Caribbeans have had a signifi-
cant role in shaping the conscience of 
America and are among our great lead-
ers, entrepreneurs and entertainers, in-
cluding such individuals as Sidney 
Poitier, Harry Belafonte, Colin Powell, 
James Weldon Johnson, Shirley Chis-
holm, Marion Jones, Juan Carlos Fin-
lay, Oscar de la Renta, Malcolm X, 
Jean Baptiste Point du Sable, the 
founder of Chicago, Marcus Garvey, 
and many others. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for introducing this legislation 
and I urge its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, each year in June, we 
celebrate our strong relationship with 
the Caribbean nations and appreciate 
the value and diversity they bring to 
the United States. We value National 
Caribbean-American Heritage Month 
and encourage people from across the 
country to join with those of Carib-
bean-American roots in these celebra-
tions. From as far back as the 17th cen-
tury, citizens from the Caribbean have 
immigrated to the U.S. Many were 
slaves, who faced the same obstacles 
struggling for equality and independ-
ence. 

We are a Nation of immigrants, and 
this bill emphasizes the many con-
tributions of Caribbean immigrants to 
our society. Over 5 million Americans 
proudly share the Caribbean heritage 
in promoting and attending Caribbean- 
style festivals around the country. 
These festivals appreciate the rich cul-
ture, history and diversity brought 
forth through the joining of these two 
nations. 

I urge all my colleagues to join me in 
supporting passage of House Concur-
rent Resolution 148. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 148. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MAJOR SCOTT NISELY POST 
OFFICE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2563) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 309 East Linn Street in 
Marshalltown, Iowa, as the ‘‘Major 
Scott Nisely Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2563 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. MAJOR SCOTT NISELY POST OFFICE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 309 
East Linn Street in Marshalltown, Iowa, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Major 
Scott Nisely Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Major Scott Nisely 
Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentleman 
from Idaho (Mr. SALI) each will control 
20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I am pleased to 
join my colleagues in the consideration 
of H.R. 2563, which names the postal fa-
cility in Marshalltown, Iowa after 
Major Scott Nisely. 

H.R. 2563, which was introduced by 
Representative TOM LATHAM on June 5, 
2007, was reported from the Oversight 
Committee on June 12, 2007, by voice 
vote. This measure has the support of 
the entire Iowa congressional delega-
tion. 

Major Scott Nisely was killed in 
combat near Al Asad, Iraq on Sep-
tember 20, 2006. He served in the Ma-
rines as an officer on Active Duty and 

as a reservist with the 133rd Infantry 
Battalion Charlie Company. 

He worked 12 years for the U.S. Post-
al Service in Marshalltown, Iowa. Due 
to his strong desire to serve his coun-
try, he accepted an enlisted rank in 
order to fill a vacancy in the Iowa 
Army National Guard. Major Scott had 
served a tour of duty during Operation 
Desert Storm as a marine, in addition 
to Operation Iraqi Freedom as a 
guardsman. He will be fondly remem-
bered for his patriotism and love of 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league, Representative TOM LATHAM, 
for introducing this legislation, and 
urge its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SALI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, Major Scott Nisely, a 
father, athlete and musician, made the 
ultimate sacrifice for his country on 
the field of battle and deserves the 
honor of having his name on the post 
office in Marshalltown, Iowa, where he 
worked for 12 years. 

Scott was born in Syracuse, Ne-
braska in 1958, and excelled in track 
and cross country. He attended Doane 
College on a track scholarship and pur-
sued a degree in biology. 

He showed a passion for his country 
and did not shy away from the duty of 
serving his Nation. While in college, he 
enlisted in the United States Marine 
Corps ROTC, and after completing his 
Bachelor’s degree in 1981, he was com-
missioned an Infantry Second Lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Marine Corps. 

b 1530 

He rose to the rank of captain and 
commanded an infantry company dur-
ing Operation Desert Storm. After his 
tour in Kuwait and Iraq, he returned to 
the Reserves, where he was promoted 
to the rank of major. 

Scott continued to serve his commu-
nity even when out of the military. In 
1994 he began working for the U.S. 
Postal Service in Marshalltown. He 
participated in his church’s music min-
istry program and was active at the 
local tae kwon do. Above all, he 
worked tirelessly to serve others. 

Even with such an impressive record 
of service under his belt, he could not 
ignore the call of duty. When his coun-
try went to war again, he enlisted in 
the Iowa Army National Guard and ac-
cepted the rank of staff sergeant in 
order to do so. In 2005, he returned to 
Iraq with C Company of the Iowa Na-
tional Guard’s 133rd battalion. 

On September 30, 2006, he was pro-
viding security for a convoy in Al 
Anbar Province, Iraq, when his com-
pany came under insurgent small arms 
fire. He and a fellow member of the 
Guard were killed. 

His decorations include the Combat 
Infantryman Badge, the Bronze Star 
Medal, the Oak Leaf Cluster, the Pur-
ple Heart, the Army Achievement 
Medal, and a dozen others. 
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